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ISTEP+
data must

be
received by
August 28,
2002.  This

date is firmly
set.  Any

information
received
after this

date WILL
NOT be

accepted.

Important
Notice:

Students who have moved from another
school or corporation can now be assured
that their Student Test Numbers (STN)
will follow them in their move. In the
future,  ISTEP+ tests taken at a new
school where a student may move can be
linked to tests taken at previous schools.
School administrators will have improved
capability to serve each and every stu-
dent in the school.

When a new student arrives in a school,
the person performing the registration
process can go to the STN Application
Center, find the student’s assigned STN,
and also process a transcript request
which is sent to the last known school of
attendance. “Not only will this system
allow us to meet the requirements of P. L.
221, it will help schools get the student’s
official files in a timely fashion,” said Dr.
Suellen Reed, Superintendent of Public
Instruction.

The STN Application Center data base
contains basic information on students
who are attending or who have ever
attended an Indiana school.  Schools
provided the initial information to the
department in June 2002.  This data base
is heavily protected and is available
ONLY to school users authorized by the
local superintendent.  The purpose of the
data base is to ensure that Student Test
Numbers, once assigned to a student,
remain unique and unduplicated.  The
data base contains about one million
records.

STN Lookup
Now Available to
Schools

q q

ISTEP+ testing this fall should be easier
for students and teachers as a result of
bar code labels that can be affixed to the
test answer booklets.  The bar code labels
will, in turn, make scoring and reporting
easier, faster, and more accurate.

Starting on August 10, 2002, schools
may  submit  data for all students in
grades 3, 6, 8, and 10, including all
GQE retest students.  These data will
be used to print bar code labels that
schools will affix to the front of each
student’s  test answer booklets.  The
format for the data is available at the
STN website (http://
www.doe.state.in.us/stn) .  All data
MUST BE RECEIVED by August 28,
2002.  Data received after that date will
not be accepted.

“Schools will benefit from not having to
use bubble sheets to enter this infor-
mation,” says Wes Bruce, Director of
Assessment for the Indiana Depart-
ment of Education.  “The bar code labels
will increase accuracy and speed, and
also will allow much better matching of
student responses across answer
booklets.  Overall, this will greatly
reduce the bubbling burden on schools.”

The bar code process was piloted last
year in 200 schools.  Overall, the results
were positive. Known problems  found
during the pilot  process have been
corrected.  Few problems are expected
in this year’s statewide implementation.

ISTEP+ Bar Code
Label Information
is IMPORTANT

STN News



Student Test Numbers are confidential.  No private nor governmental entity, including the
state of Indiana or the Indiana Department of Education, will have access to the identity of

individual students through their student test numbers, except local school districts.

For the first time, the enrollment report for Indiana schools
will be collected via the STN Application Center.  Each
year schools submit data to the DOE that reflect a student
count by grade, gender, and ethnicity that is called the
Pupil Enrollment report.  This report is known as DOE-PE.
The DOE-PE data are collected from each public and
accreditation-seeking nonpublic school in Indiana.

“The DOE-PE report has been collected for over 30 years
and is one of the most important reports we collect,” said
Karen Stein-Ferguson, Director of the Division of Educational
Information Systems. “The data in the DOE-PE have always
been aggregated.  This year marks a big step forward in the
collection of these data, and also lays the foundation for
easier reporting by schools in the future.”

This year, the DOE-PE will be reported by individual
student using the Student Test Number.  This is a depar-
ture from prior years’ collection where all data have been
aggregated by school building.  Ultimately, this new
method of collecting enrollment data will be easier and
quicker for schools, eliminating the need to do extensive
summaries and data checks at the local level.  After
submitting  data, schools will be given a summary report
that they can check against their records locally.

The data reported should be a snapshot of enrollment at
each school  as of October 1, 2002.  The data are due in
the Department no later than October 15. The data layout
is available at http://www.doe.state.in.us/stn. The DOE-
PE report also collects important information about prior
year graduates, the degrees they earned, and any post
secondary education they may be pursuing.  A sample

Pupil Enrollment Report Due
in October

data submission  period will be established and an-
nounced over the STN listserv so that schools can check
to make sure the data formats are correct.  Actual DOE-
PE data may be sent from schools as early as October 2,
2002.

Questions about the DOE-PE submission should be
directed to the STN Help  Line at 866-533-ISTN (866-533-
4786).  This is a toll free call for schools in Indiana.

The June 2002 data submissions for the STN Lookup
Center saw schools using a variety of connections to the
Virtual Private Network, but 90 percent were software
client connections that allowed the data to flow.  Over the
summer months, many schools  moved to faster, easier
to manage connections using a variety of hardware,
including equipment known as   hardware clients, VPN
concentrators, or a PIX firewall.  Two (2) schools moved
to a router-to-concentrator connection.

“A hardware solution means higher reliability and far fewer
management headaches,” says Mike Huffman, Special
Assistant for Technology.  Schools can manage multiple
VPN connection through their networks by using a hard-
ware-based connection without worrying about updating
software versions, changing passwords, and performing
other administrative tasks on individual PCs.  “So far, the
feedback from schools that have installed a hardware
solution is very positive,” according to Huffman.

Educational Service Centers (ESCs) throughout the state
have the necessary hardware to demonstrate this kind of
connectivity.  If a school is interested in exploring this
alternative, please contact your local ESC.

More Schools Move to
Improved VPN Connections
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To view a calendar of
important STN dates, visit
www.doe.state.in.us/stn.


